
utility would be in the former category, especially in a graduate 
course in alkaloids. 

The material covered is thorough and the author’s viewpoint 
regarding the unbalanced progress in the study of alkaloid bio- 
chemistry is heartily supported by the reviewer, i .e.,  quite a bit is 
known about alkaloid biosynthesis but very little is known about 
function or degradative pathways. For example, the author cites 
the work of Fairbairn, who showed that the morphine alkaloids 
are not end products of metabolism but appear to be actively 
turned over at a rapid rate. Similar studies of this type are sadly 
lacking and much more work is needed in this area. It may well be 
that alkaloids are active metabolites within plants. 

In any book there is a certain lag period between the literature 
survey, writing, and official publication. The lag period works 
against areas of research which are making active progress. A 
specific example of material which has been greatly extended since 
publication of the book is the work on the biosynthesis of indole 
alkaloids. This problem has now been pretty well cleared up and a 
monoterpenoid precursor is well established for the Cs or Clo unit 
involved. This is not a criticism of the author but is cited to point 
out some problems even with monographs of this type. Indeed, 
overall I believe the book to be quite up to date. 

In summary, the book is clearly written, well organized, and 
readable. The major alkaloids are covered according to structural 
types and their biochemistry discussed. I would recommend its use 
in courses of natural products and especially in courses emphasizing 
alkaloids. It is a welcome addition to the library of books dealing 
with natural products. 

Reviewed by John Tashiro 
College of Pharmacy 
University of Rhode Island 
Kingston, RI 02881 
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